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Saving Filton’s past in word and image


Oliver Dearden (edited from original transcript)
Extract 1 Airline Specifications 
“I think it would be safe to say that every aeroplane that’s been designed has probably got heavier as it’s gone along, because as the detailed design comes along it gets things added, and it does become heavier, and that was certainly the case in the Britannia. The other thing that happens is, it’s a bit different these days, but back in those days the aircraft industry in this country had to design to the requirements of what was then British Overseas Airways, called BOAC, or BEA, British European Airways. Now they were very specific on what they wanted. The rest of the world, the Americans designed aeroplanes that people bought; in this country we had to design to what those two airlines wanted, and then you couldn’t sell them to anybody else because they were a bit different.  
“This is an interesting story how things change, because as you’re developing the aeroplane, the airlines decide they want something a bit different. Well it’s like building a house, you know, you’ve got to finalise it and build it sometime, and the same things happens there, but the interesting thing was when Bristol’s started talking about building the Britannia they were talking to BOAC, and the BOAC wanted an aircraft that was going to be the old fashioned piston engines, and it was for the empire routes, we still had an empire in those days - Australia, South Africa, Canada, India, mostly that, sort of route - and they specified an aircraft with thirty-two seats, which for a long distance aeroplane is not very many. And when they were asked why was the limit thirty-two seats, they said because that was the size of the coach that took people from the terminal to the aeroplane, and if it was more than thirty-two they’d have to buy a second bus. The Britannia actually finished up as over a hundred, about a hundred and twenty-four actually.”
 
Extract 2 Walking Around the Factory 
“It was always open for you to go, walk out of the Design Office, and into the factory and see the aeroplane being built. That was a joint effort, because obviously in those days draftsmen drew out the aeroplane in all its details, so there was obviously discussions between the draftsman and the engineer on the strengths, and then if there’s a problem they’d both go off to the aeroplane and discuss it with the people who were building it. It was quite interesting because of the great difference I noticed, between what the conditions were like in those days and now. When I worked there I worked in what was called Number 1 Drawing Office, and that was a great big room with about a hundred people in it, and there were engineers, aerodynamics, weight engineers, and at the end, funny enough was the Helicopter Drawing Office, and that was always a hubbub of conversation. That wasn’t people discussing what they’d done with the weekend - there might have been a bit of that, like in normal offices -  but it was people talking about problems and how they were going to design things.  You go into the Design Office now, and they’re all sat there in their little workstations with a keyboard and a screen, and it’s silent and I thought ‘ Well they must talk about it somewhere ‘cause how do you learn?’, and if you’ve got problems the only way you can do it is talk to people who’ve had them before.

“You wouldn’t go everywhere because it was so extensive. You didn’t know what was in half the blinking buildings, because in those days they tended to make everything on site, so you had all sorts of buildings which were making little bits of things, you had the coppersmiths, the tinsmiths, and goodness knows what, all sorts of trades. Whereas now they buy everything out, all they do is assemble things, they buy it all out, but in those days there was lots of little buildings doing all sorts of things, you really didn’t know what was going on there, so you never went in there. I mean, you had to have a reason for going out of the office, but, I mean, the famous thing is all you did was you stuck a roll of drawings under your arm, and it looks as though you’re going somewhere then. You could get away with it
 
“Where our office was based up at the top, near Gloucester Road. Now sometimes you’d have to go down to where the aeroplanes were built, well they were finally assembled there, and there was an internal bus service, there still is today, ‘cause the factory’s so big, it’s too far to walk. In those days nobody had a car, and these days everybody’s got a car, but you’re only allocated one place to park, so if you want to go to a meeting that’s half a mile away in the building you catch the bus. There is an internal bus service every ten minutes all day long.”
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