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Black-Aircraft,        Green-Engines,        Red-Missiles,        Blue-Space
British & Colonial
1910
Formation of the company on February 19th by Sir George Aeroplane Co


White, Bt.

Boxkite

1910
First British aircraft to be built for commercial purposes 




and first sold to a foreign government (Russia).




First British aircraft to be used in Military exercises.




First British aircraft to use air to ground wireless 





transmission.




First aircraft to be flown in cloud.
British & Colonial
1910
First to create flight training schools at Brooklands and Aeroplane Co


Larkhill with purpose-built aircraft hangars.
Boxkite

1911
First aircraft to fly in India. 





First British aircraft to fly in Australia.
Coanda TB8

1913
First purpose-built bomber in the world with prismatic 




bombsight and rotating bomb rack with 12 bombs.
Scout


1915
First British aircraft to take off from an aircraft carrier





(HMS Vindex). First VC of World War 1 won by Capt. 




L.G. Hawker flying a Scout.
Scout


1916
First aircraft to carry out an airborne take-off from the 




upper wing of a Porte Baby flying boat above Harwich and 




first aircraft to land at Martlesham Heath.

MR1


1917
First British all metal duralumin semi-monocoque aircraft.
Fighter
F2B

1918
First aircraft to be airborne on the day the Royal Air Force 





was formed on April 1st and the most effective Allied 




fighter in WW1.     
M1C


1918
First aircraft to cross the Andes in both directions.  





Pullman

1920
First British aircraft to have an enclosed cabin for 





both passengers (14) and crew (2).
Pullman/Tramp
1921
First aircraft designed to be powered by a steam turbine as 




a freight aircraft with the engine(s) in the fuselage.
Jupiter Engine

1921
First air-cooled engine to complete the British 





50 hour type test.
Racer


1922
First British aircraft to have retractable undercarriage and




World first for an aircraft of monocoque structure with 




fully cowled engine and retractable landing gear.

Jupiter II Engine
1923
First engine in the world to complete the 150 hour type test.
Tourer


1923
First aircraft to inaugurate the Flying Doctor Service in the 




Northern Territories of Australia.
Brandon

1924
First aircraft designed specifically as an air ambulance 




incorporating the revolutionary Frise ailerons. 
Bloodhound

1926
First aircraft to log 25,074 miles in 225 hours 54 mins with 




a sealed Jupiter VI engine also Croydon to Cairo and return 



being 5,400 miles in 56 hours flying time.
Jupiter Engine

1926
DH66 powered by two Jupiter engines was the first aircraft 




to fly a scheduled service from Croydon to Delhi with 




Imperial Airways.
Jupiter VII Engine
1929
Junkers monoplane achieved World Height Record of 




41,790 feet.
Engine Development
1930
Bristol pioneered the use of mineral oil in aero-engines.
Pegasus I S Engine
1932
Standard engine fitted to a Vickers Vespa set world 





Altitude record at 43,976 feet.
Perseus Engine
1932
First sleeve valve aero engine cleared for flight.
Pegasus 1S Engine
1933
Two Westland Wallace/PV6 aircraft powered by Pegasus 




engines flew over the summit of Mt Everest.
Type 120

1934
First aircraft in the world to have a rotating, enclosed gun 




turret.
Pegasus Engine
1934
Italian built engine in Caproni biplane achieved World 




Height record of 47,360 feet.
Type 142 

1935
Lord Rothermere’s personal aircraft proved to be 50 mph Britain First


faster than the current RAF fighters.
Type 142M

1936
First British all metal, stressed skin, cantilever monoplane Blenheim I


with hydraulically operated retractable undercarriage, turret 



and flaps and variable pitch propellers for the Royal Air 




Force and first bomber cleared for aerobatic manoeuvres. 
Type 138A

1936
Pegasus PE 6S powered monoplane gained world height 



1937
records twice, reaching 53,937 feet.
Pegasus XC

1937
First commercial transatlantic flights in Short Empire 




flying boats.
Pegasus XXII

1938
Vickers Wellesley powered by Pegasus set world distance 




record of 7,158 miles without refuelling.
Blenheim IV

1939
First RAF aircraft to fly on declaration of war on 3rd Sept 





on a Photo Reconnaissance mission of German fleet in Kiel 



Canal and formed the first bombing raid on the German 




fleet off Wilhemshaven the next day. Three VCs won in 




Blenheims.
Blenheim IF

1939
First aircraft to attack the German mainland at Borkum.
Blenheim IF

1940
First RAF night fighter to shoot down enemy aircraft using 





Ground Controlled Interception provided by ground based




Radar (RAF Bawdsey).
Blenheim IF

1940
First RAF night fighter to shoot down enemy aircraft using 




AI Mk 3 airborne radar.
Blenheim IV

1940
First aircraft in World War 2 to sink a German U-boat.
Blenheim IV

1940
First RAF aircraft to sink a Japanese submarine.
Bolingbroke IV
1942
First RCAF aircraft to sink a Japanese submarine.
Bristol Aeroplane
1942
First British aircraft company to have over 52,000 Company


employees on its payroll.
Blenheim I & IV
1945
Only aircraft to serve in every Command of the Royal Air 




Force and in every theatre of WW2.
Housing

1945
The first of 11,250 Airoh prefabricated houses  





manufactured at Weston-super-Mare as the last Beaufighter




left the production line.
Type 170 Freighter
1945
First commercially successful post-war purpose-built 




freight carrier.
Sycamore Helicopter
1947
First British designed, built and certificated helicopter.

Theseus

1948
First turboprop engine to complete Type Test.
Guided Weapons
1949 
Guided Weapons activity established at Bristol.

Brabazon

1949
World’s largest civil transport aircraft introducing 





3000psi hydraulic system, all powered flying controls, AC 




electrical generation, electric engine controls and Gust 




Load Alleviation. Powered by eight Bristol Centaurus 




engines driving contra-rotating propellers.
JTV 2


1951
First British ramjet powered test vehicle to achieve 





transonic ignition in free flight with sustained combustion 




and acceleration in supersonic flight.
Type 173 Helicopter
1952
World’s first twin-engined twin-rotor helicopter.
Type 170

1952
In Operation Pegasus the world’s first airborne television 




broadcast was made by the BBC from a Bristol Freighter.

Proteus Engine
1952
Ten Bristol Proteus turbo-prop engines powered the 




Saunders Roe Princess Flying Boat. Subsequently powered 




the Brave Class Torpedo boats, the Mountbatten hovercraft 




and remote automatically operated generating stations for 




the Central Electricity Generating Board.
Bristol Aeroplane 
1953
Filton is the most diverse aircraft industry site in the UK

Company


with fixed and rotary winged aircraft, piston and turbine 




engines, missiles, plastics and car manufacturing on site.
XTV5


1955
First British guided missile to achieve a direct hit on a 




target aircraft.
Bobbin


1955
First British fully recoverable supersonic test vehicle using 




a supersonic parachute recovery system.
Olympus Engine
1955
Canberra powered by Bristol Olympus engine achieved 




World Height record of 65,889 feet.
Britannia

1957
First passenger aircraft capable of a non-stop London to 




New York service and first aircraft to have electronic 




engine controls: powered by four Bristol Proteus engines.
Thor Ramjet

1958
First British ramjet to achieve Mach 2+ capability.
Bloodhound

1958
First guided missile to enter front line service with the RAF 




UK1 and UK2

1960
First space instrumentation work by BAC on US launched 




research satellites.
Bloodhound 

1961
First British missile system to achieve export sales (Mk 1 to 



Australia and Sweden).  
Type 188

1962
World’s first stainless steel aeroplane for high speed 




research at Mach 2+.
Skylark

1963
Prime Contractor for payload assembly, overall vehicle 




procurement, assembly and launch in continuation of the




UK’s first space programme started by RAE in 1957. 441st 




and final Skylark launched in 2005.
Centaurus Engine
1964
Production of over 5,000 engines completed.
Polaris


1964
First industrial contractor to the Royal Navy for the Polaris 




Weapon System in the UK’s independent nuclear deterrent.
Bloodhound 2

1964
In service with the Royal Air Force, Sweden and 





Switzerland. In service with Swiss Air Force until 1999.
Pegasus Engine
1965
Power for the world’s first VTOL Squadron.
Hercules Engine
1966
Production of over 68,000 engines completed.
Seawolf

1967
First guided missile designed with anti-ship missile kill




capability. First guided missile to intercept a gun-fired
 



shell (4.5 inch). 
Concorde

1969
First flight of the world’s only successful supersonic 




passenger aeroplane developed from the Bristol Types 198 




& 223.




First aircraft to have digital computers for Master Warning 




and Air Intake Control systems designed and manufactured 




by the Guided Weapons Division.
Rapier


1969
First digital control system for missile launcher to enter 




quantity production in the UK.
Sea Skua

1970
First and only anti-ship missile fired in operations by the 




Royal Navy in the Falklands conflict of 1982 and the Gulf 




War of 1991.
UK4


1971
First UK scientific satellite for which BAC was Prime 




Contractor launched on a Scout B rocket from Vandenberg 




AFB in California, U.S.A.
Prospero

1971
A Bristol designed and manufactured satellite structure for 




the first and only UK satellite launched on a UK Black 




Arrow vehicle into low Earth orbit at Woomera, Australia.
Intelsat4

1972
First commercial communications satellite assembled 




outside the U.S.A. by BAC for Hughes Aircraft and 





launched into geo-stationary orbit by Atlas rocket in Cape 




Canaveral, Florida, U.S.A.

Concorde

1974
First time 100 passengers in one aircraft (G-BBDG) flew at 



Mach 2.
Geos


1978
Bristol led STAR consortium for the first European 





geostationary satellite dedicated to science launched by 




Delta booster from Cape Canaveral, Florida, U.S.A.

VL Seawolf

1980
Vertical Launch Seawolf for the Royal Navy was the last 




complete weapon system designed, developed and 





integrated at Bristol based on the Sinner demonstration 




programme.
Giotto


1985
Bristol built satellite for the European Space Agency 




launched by Ariane rocket from Kourou, French Guiana.





First to provide pictures of a comet’s nucleus.




First to perform a close fly-by of two comets 





(Halley & Grigg-Skjellerup).




First to return from interplanetary space and perform Earth 




fly-by.




First spacecraft to be reactivated from hibernation mode.
Concorde

1996
Fastest commercial flight from New York to London was 2 




hours 52 minutes and 59 seconds.
Envisat


2002
Bristol
prime contractor for the European Polar Platform 




and Satellite Prime Contractor from 1990 to launch in 




2002.
Concorde

2003
Last flight on November 26th of the last Concorde G-BOAF 



returning to its birthplace, Filton, Bristol.
Concorde

2009
40th anniversary of Concorde’s first flight celebrated and 




the 60th anniversary of the Brabazon’s first flight.
Guided Weapons
2009
The 60th anniversary of the establishment of the Bristol 




Guided Weapons Division (now represented by MBDA on 




the Filton site).
Bristol Aeroplane 
2010
The centenary of the Filton Bristol company celebrated.

Company


The world’s first aircraft design and manufacturing facility 




to be in continuous operation for 100 years, the site now 




occupied by Airbus, Rolls-Royce, BAE Systems, MBDA 




and GKN.
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